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her to do but remain a sad spectator of events which it
was not in her power to prevent. And, to-day, can one
imagine a more poignant tragedy than that of this
superior soul, stricken in every fibre of her being by the
martyrdom of her son and by the downfall of an Empire,
of which she had been the good genius in other days ?
Having had the privilege of knowing the Empress Maria
Feodorowna under particularly favourable conditions,
and of receiving from her the most precious marks of
confidence, I fulfil an imperious duty in laying at her
feet the deep-felt homage of my devotion and of the pity
that fills my heart when I evoke the image of her
Calvary.

I will make but brief mention of some of the other
members of the Imperial family, none of whom played
any conspicuous political role at the period covered by
these memoirs. The Grand Duke Sergius at one time
possessed considerable influence, and it was he who recom-
mended to Nicholas II. certain Ministers who were noted
for their reactionary ideas; but he was killed by the
terrorists in 1905. I have already spoken of his widow,
the Grand Duchess Elizabeth, sister of the Empress
Alexandra. After she retired to the religious com-
munity which she had founded at Moscow she gave up
all connection with the outside world. But despite her
tendency toward the same forms of piety practised by
her sister, she evinced great hostility to Raspoutine, and
she tried in vain to destroy his influence over the
Empress,
The Grand Duke Nicholas, later generalissimo of
the .Russian armies in 1914, commanded at the time